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“Life in the Moral ‘Grey Zone’”		           Study #12


(1 Corinthians 6:9-20)








	Black and white, cut and dried, right and wrong.  That is the way we learned our morality - and that is the way we like it.  “Situational ethics” - the idea that the situation determines whether a behavior is right or wrong - is the whipping boy of the evangelical movement.





	Guided by Scripture, Christians know what is right and what is wrong.  We march confidently into discussions about ethics and attach “Thus saith the Lord” to our convictions.





	And truly, there are many issues that are black and white, cut and dried.  Some moral and ethical issues are not up for debate.  Scripture is quite clear about a lot of decisions we have to make.





	But, do you remember how disconcerting it was the first time you realized that there is a lot of “grey” out there?  Will you find it disconcerting this morning to hear the great apostle Paul say, with regard to a pressing moral dilemma facing the Corinthian Christians, not “Yes” and not “No” but, “Well, it depends.....”?





	The fact is, Christians are often called upon to make decisions regarding things not clearly addressed in Scripture.





Should a man join the Freemasons?


Should a Christian continue in a certain denomination that teaches wrong doctrine and allows questionable practices?


Should a young person play Dungeons and Dragons?


Should a Christian ever drink alcohol?


What are the limits of dress for a Christian woman?


To what kinds of music should a Christian listen?


Should a Christian ever buy a lottery ticket?


Granted that premarital sexual union is sinful, how much physical contact should an unmarried person allow?





	And we could multiply questions like these all day long.





	Perhaps even more disconcerting than the answer, “It depends” is the answer, “What is OK for one Christian may not be OK for another.”





	Yet that is what we will face in the weeks ahead of us as we continue to look at the book of First Corinthians.  So hang on, it is going to be a bumpy - but a good! - ride.





	When we began to look at the book of 1 Corinthians back in January, I encouraged you to think of this study as a series of mini-series, rather than as a series of messages.





	Thus far, we have completed two mini-series, one dealing with the importance of unity in the church and the other dealing with marriage issues.





	This morning we begin the next - and the longest study within 1 Corinthians.  In chapters 8-14, Paul addresses life in the local church.





	More specifically, for the remainder of May, we are going to address ourselves to the theme of Christian liberty, to the reality that different Christians - for a variety of reasons - will come to different convictions about specific issues.





	And, we will see that despite these differences, we are still called to love each other, accept each other and work together for the progress of the Gospel.





	Along the way, our studies in 1 Corinthians 8-10 will force us to deal with these issues: weaker brothers and stumbling blocks, stronger brothers and Pharisaism, and exercising or NOT exercising rights.  In addition, we will get a chance to evaluate the real level of our love and concern for others and the extent to which we really are committed to Jesus.





	What I am about to say may simply be a “preacher-ism,” but I’m going to say it anyway.  I think that the overall series in 1 Corinthians has been very important for our church thus far.  We have seen the importance of unity, have talked about the importance of working through conflict, have examined marriage and divorce and remarriage, have explored sexual intimacy in marriage, and have seen the legitimacy of the single life.





	HOWEVER, I believe that this next section (chapters 8-14) is about as crucial a section as we could imagine for our church, especially for our church, right now.  Not only will we be discussing such topics as Christian liberty, but also corporate worship, the spiritual gifts, the importance of love and the necessary contribution of every person in the church if the church is to be all that God wants it to become.





	And, I will also say that if certain of the previous messages from 1 Corinthians were difficult, even controversial, then there is a potential for the next two or three messages to be even more controversial.





	This morning, I am going to walk through three chapters of First Corinthians with you, so that we get a good handle on what Paul was saying to the Corinthians.  It is always important, before jumping ahead to applying the biblical text to our contemporary situation, to understand what it meant to the original audience.  In this particular case, it is more important than usual.





	So, please don’t leave this morning frustrated that all I did was talk about a cultural situation that arose in the first century without providing application to the 21st.  I know I am doing this.  I am intending to do this.  I need to do this.  Before we tackle the question of application to US, we must understand the context out of which the biblical text arose.





	Next Sunday, May 21st, we will build on what we will see today.  We will have seen that there are areas of behavior that are not specifically addressed in Scripture and are matters of personal conviction and conscience.  These areas represent decisions that must be decided individually, and which cannot be applied universally to every Christian.  We will consider this principle: The actions of the strong ought to be lovingly tailored to the consciences of the weak.  We will examine the apostle Paul’s personal behavior choices and the truths that guided him to make those choices - the eternal destiny of others, his love for others, his desire that others be built up in their faith, and his own eternal reward.





	Then, on May 28th, we will highlight the obvious fact that there are behavioral lines that must not be crossed.  Some behavior is out of bounds.  1 Corinthians 10 will be the guiding passage on that Sunday and we will emphasize the final piece of the “Life in the moral grey zone” puzzle that Paul gives us, “Do all to the glory of God.” (10:31)� Throughout, Scripture will be urging us all to a mature mindset, one that says, “You and I can differ and still love each other.  I won’t judge you or be a Pharisee, and I’ll expect the same courtesy from you.  We can still work together, be ‘iron against iron’ with each other, be powerful change agents in each other’s lives and be powerful fellow-soldiers in the work of ministry.”





	Sound good?  That is what the church of Jesus Christ needs now.  That is what Northwest Community Church needs now.





	Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 8.  I’ll read the first six verses now, as Paul begins to address a question about idolatry which the Corinthians evidently had directed to him in a letter they had written.





Love - The Factor That Decides Behavior (8:1-13)





The Truth About Idols..... (vv. 1-6)





	“[1] Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge.  Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  [2] If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know;  [3] but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.” (vv. 1-3)





	The first three verses are a clear call to humility - something that increasing knowledge does not promote.  Paul says we are to be wary of knowledge - not to the extreme of shunning knowledge - but be wary of what increassing knowledge can do to you.





	Coming from Paul, this is noteworthy.  He himself was extremely knowledgable and was a great cheerleader for the idea that believers should  increase in the knowledge of the tuth.  Yet Paul saw the danger of knowledge.





	While knowledge is necessary and good, those who have great knowledge - in any arena of life - will be tempted to become haughty and arrogant toward those who have less knowledge.  This haughtiness and arrogance is pretty hard to take in medicine, law, or science, but it is unbearable in a person who claims to follow Jesus!





	So, to those in Corinth who “knew” - they had knowledge of God’s truth, knew the mysteries of the faith, knew the fundamentals of Christian doctrine - and were very impressed with how much they knew, Paul says,





	“Easy there.  Don’t be so impressed with yourself.  REAL knowledge is not proud that it has learned so much, but is aware that there is so much more to learn.”





	There is a commodity more important than knowledge - and it is LOVE.  (And we might as well get used to hearing that, because Paul is going to beat that drum over and over and over again throughout this section!)  Knowledge PUFFS up; Love BUILDS up.





	So, now Paul has us at a proper place to hear the word of God - we are ready to accept truth and are not so impressed with ourselves.  In verses 4 and following he addresses eating things that have been sacrificed to idols.





	“[4] Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one.  [5] For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords,  [6] yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.” (vv. 4-6)





	This is cold, hard reality.  There is no life behind tbe wooden and metal and stone images of pagan deities.  They are images and nothing more.





	Many of the Corinthian Christians had been saved from idolatry.  They had not known the one and only true God, so they had formerly actively worshipped these images, thinking that in doing so they were actually worshipping gods and goddesses.





	Now that they are Christians, they “know” better  And here is the question that was plaguing the Corinthians:  “Given that there is no life behind the idol, are we not free to eat meat that has been sacrificed to idols?”





	Social get togethers in Corinth frequently involved a meal around a sacrifice.  Should a Christian have to cut himself off from such gatherings?





	Some believers, firmly convincd that there was but one God, might have reasoned, “How can there possibly be any harm in eating before a block of wook or stone?  What difference can it make if meat has been offered to a non-existent deity?”





	We might think that Paul would be persuaded by that logic and would answer, “Sure.  Go ahead.  Go to the temple and eat before the idol.”  Well not so fast.....





	It is at this point that Paul slips in a throat-clearing “Ahem....” and reminds his readers that not all Christians have advanced to the point where they embrace this high level of knowledge (and yes, I believe that Paul’s pen was dripping with sarcasm when he wrote verse 7!).





To Eat or Not to Eat”  LOVE is the Issue! (vv. 7-13)





	“[7] However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.  [8] But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat.  [9] But take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  [10] For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols?  [11] For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.  [12] And thus, by sinning against the brethren and wounding� their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.�  [13] Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble.” (vv. 7-13)





	Some Christians, because of their previous experience with idolatry, are not able to accept the idea that idols are nothing.  These, Paul identifies as “weak.”  They have weak consciences which condemn them if they eat meat sacrificed to idols.  The strong, on the other hand, have consciences which don’t condemn them for eating meat sacrificed to idols.





	Now, if these “weak” Christians were to see a “strong” Christian eating food sacrificed to idols, they might “stumble.”�  That is, they might go ahead and eat the food themselves.  But, in that weaker Christian’s mind, he would be actually eating food as an act of worship to an idol.  Thus, the strong Christian would have inadvertently led the weak into sin.�





	It is not always easy for the strong Christian to see the harm he causes the weak when he takes certain actions.  It is possible for the strong to run roughshod over the weak.





	By the same token, it is possible that the strong would feel shackled by the weak Christian’s conscience.  But the strong must always act towards the weak with consideration.  In cases like the one Paul is dealing with here, the strong must adapt his behavior to the conscience of the weak.  No good purpose is served by his asserting what he calls his “rights.”  Paul says that he won’t be party to causing that kind of offense.  Again, listen to what he says at verse 13,





	“Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble.”





	No Christian is at liberty to assert his “rights” if that means doing harm to other people.  The important thing is not the “right” of the strong, but the well-being of brothers and sisters.





	The passage continues.  Paul has been dealing with people who asserted their rights to the detriment of others.  He has told them that this was wrong.  In chapter 9, he makes sure that they know that he practices what he preaches.





Submitting Our Rights To A Greater Cause (9:1-27)





The Things That Paul, as an Apostle, is Free to do (9:1-6)





	“[1] Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord?  [2] If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  [3] My defense to those who examine me is this:  [4] Do we not have a right to eat and drink?�  [5] Do we not have a right to take along a believing wife,� even as the rest of the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord,� and Cephas?  [6] Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working?” (vv. 1-6)





	Generally, the thought of these verses is that Christians are free.  Free from the Law, free from legalism, free to enjoy meats and all kinds of pleasures, all the gifts which God has given us richly to enjoy.





	In particular, Paul, as an apostle,� had rights and freedoms, too - rights which he chose to NOT exercise so that the Gospel could make further progress.





	The other apostles all chose to take advantage of the rights that were theirs - and there was no problem in Paul’s eyes with their doing that.  But Paul (and Barnabas, his partner), did not take advantage of those rights and continued to earn his own living while he ministered.





	The eight verses that flow out from these first six verses is a parenthesis that shows that, universally, people derive benefit from their labors.  Verse 7 includes three examples.





Parenthetically: Most people (and even animals!) derive benefit from their labors (vv. 7-14)





Soldiers serve for a wage; Farmers eat their own crops; Shepherds and ranchers milk their own herds and flocks (v. 7)





	“[7] Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard, and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?” (v. 7)





	In these three occupations, remuneration is accepted as the norm.





	Next, taking a cue from the animal kingdom, Paul considers the ox who is threshing wheat.





Oxen eat while they thresh (vv. 8-10)





	“[8] I am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things?  [9] For it is written in the Law of Moses, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING.” God is not concerned about oxen, is He?  [10] Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops.” (vv. 8-10)





	Under the Mosaic Law, muzzling the ox while he was threshing wheat was illegal!  And, if God was not indifferent to the needs of oxen, but actually cared about them, how much more must He care about people!





	Since soldiers and farmers and shepherds - and even oxen! - derive benefit from their work, shouldn’t apostles?   Yes!





Apostles should be able to reap a material benefit from their spiritual investment in their disciples (vv. 11-14)





	“[11] If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we should reap material things from you?  [12] If others share the right over you, do we not more?� Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things, that we may cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.  [13] Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share with the altar?  [14] So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.�” (vv. 11-14)





	From these verses it is clear that apostles had every legitimate expectation that they be paid for their ministry efforts among their converts.





	Paul had preached the Gospel at Corinth, and had been the human instrument in starting the Corinthian Christians on The Way.  And, as the man who labors to produce the harvest is entitled to his share of the proceeds, so the Corinthians should have supported Paul as he ministered to them.





	But - surprise! - Paul didn’t seek or accept money from Corinth for his support.





Paul Chose to NOT Exercise His Freedom - WHY? (vv. 15-18)





	“[15] But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing these things that it may be done so in my case; for it would be better for me to die than have any man make my boast an empty one.  [16] For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of,� for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.�  [17] For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.�  [18] What then is my reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.” (vv. 15-18)





	Paul was in no doubt about the legitimacy of his apostolic rights.  But, he chose to not exercise those rights (a profoundly un-American thing to do!).  He even says that he would rather have died than claimed his rights - so that he could continue to make his “boast”!





	And what was his boast?  It was not that he preached.  As an apostle, Paul had to preach.  He wanted to, of course, but even if he didn’t want to, he still had a stewardship to discharge: SPREAD THE GOSPEL!





	No, Paul’s boast was that he offered a free Gospel freely, by not taking advantage of his rights.  His boast was that he preached without charge!  Yet he considered this his highest pay - to serve Jesus and people without pay.





	The same line of thinking continues as the chapter rolls on.





Paul Freely Chose Slavery to All to Better Win the Many for Christ (vv. 19-23)





	“[19] For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.  [20] And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, though not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law;  [21] to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, that I might win those who are without law.  [22] To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some.  [23] And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I may become a fellow partaker of it.” (vv. 19-23)





	We will spend much more time in this passage next Sunday, so I won’t say much about it now.  Just notice that Paul, who had the status of a free man (which was no small advantage in the Roman empire!), became a “slave” in his own eyes to all to win the more for Christ.  Here is that theme of putting aside rights and privileges for the sake of the Gospel, again.





	And it is not surprising that Paul wants that mindset of putting aside rights and privileges and “percs” for the sake of the Gospel to be adopted by the Corinthians.





Paul Exhorts Christians to “RUN THE RACE” so as to Win the Prize, Recognizing That Disqualification is a Real Possibility (vv. 24-27)





	“[24] Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  [25] And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control� in all things.  They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  [26] Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air;  [27] but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.�” (vv. 24-27)





	Athletic contests were common in the Greek world.  In Corinth, these Games were called the Isthmian Games, held every three years on the Isthmus of Corinth.  Paul frequently drew imagery for the Christian life from the realm of athletics, and does so here, too.





	A foot race yields only one winner, so each runner has to put forth every effort if he wants to be the winner.  So also, the Christian must strain every muscle to produce his finest effort for Christ.  He/She must exercise self-control.





	In the Isthmian Games, every competitor had to undergo strict training for ten months prior to competing in the Games.





	If successful, the competitor in the Games received a lovely pine wreath, suitable for hanging on his head or on the front door, but which would look pretty bad, pretty soon, as the pine needles dropped off.





	Christians, though, labor for an imperishable wreath.  And the illustration of the athlete involved in self-denying training is a rebuke to all half-hearted, flabby Christian service.





	As we all know, the athlete who wants to win a race has to deny himself many lawful, completely legitimate pleasures in life.  Foods that are not healthy are put aside.  Leisurely naps in the afternoon become scarcer as the Games draw near.  Mornings are taken up with workouts instead of extra hours of sleep.





	And so must the Christian be willing to forego some perfectly legitimate pleasures if he is going to be at maximum effectiveness in serving Jesus.�





	Now, having explained how he has seriously limited his own rights for the sake of the Gospel, Paul goes on in chapter 10 to apply the principles of Christian liberty to the matter of eating meat that has been sacrificed to idols.





Applying The Principles Of “Christian Liberty” (10:14-33)





There is a Line That is NOT to be Crossed (vv. 14-22)





	“10:14 - Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.�  [15] I speak as to wise� men; you judge what I say.  [16] Is not the cup of blessing� which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?  [17] Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.  [18] Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?�  [19] What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?  [20] No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.  [21] You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.  [22] Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?�” (vv. 14-22)





	Earlier, Paul had said that there is no such thing as an idol.  There was no life in the image before which a pagan worshipper bows down.  True.





	However, SOMETHING is going on when an idol is being worshipped.  Paul identifies that the SOMETHING involves sacrificing to demons.





	He will not dispute the contention of the Corinthians that an idol is not a god at all.  But he will not agree that idols can safely be treated as nothing more than so many blocks of wood and stone.  Demons are behind the worship of idols.  Men engaging in idolatry are not engaging in a neutral activity.  They are actually sacrificing to evil spirits.





	If a Christian accepts the idea that Jesus is present in the Lord’s Supper, and that the sharing of the bread and the cup is a sharing in the life of Christ (and we do accept that), then he would also have to accept the idea that to go to a temple and eat a meal in the presence of an idol would be to share in the life of demons and to practice idolatry.





	Therefore, even though idols are nothing (8:4-6), every Christian is banned from eating a sacrificial meal at an idol’s temple.





	There are lines that must not be crossed.  Some things are out of bounds and explicitly against the will of God.  In these verses Paul identifies one thing that is out of bounds.  Not everything is a matter of conscience and conviction.  Some things are sinful, regardless of extenuating circumstances.





	But, some things are not quite so cut and dried.  That is clear from the way the chapter ends.  In verses 23-26, Paul speaks to the purchase of meat in the Corinthian meat market.  Should a Corinthian Christian buy it, or not?





Decision-Making in the Moral “Grey Zone” (vv. 23-33)





	DON’T be over scrupulous (vv. 23-26)





	“[23] All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.� All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  [24] Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.  [25] Eat anything that is sold in the meat market, without asking questions for conscience’ sake;  [26] FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S, AND ALL IT CONTAINS.” (vv. 23-26)





	The opening verses (23-24), give three basic operating principles for Christian decision-making in morally questionable things.  One, is it profitable?  Two, does it edify?  Three, does it help my neighbor?





	Guided by those principles, Paul leads us on a decision-making expedition in the verses that follow.





	Why, you may ask, was purchasing meat in the market an issue?  Because such meat had frequently been offered in sacrifice to an idol before it was hung on a hook to be bought by consumers looking for a bargain.





	The question arises, then, “Should I buy meat in the market, if the meat had potentially been offered to an idol?”





	Paul’s answer?  “Sure.  Go for it.”





	Paul has said that Christians must in no way attend idol feasts.  However, buying meat in the market is another matter.  There it would be difficult, if not impossible, to know whether a particular piece of meat had or had not been offered to an idol.





	There is no point in pressing one’s scruples into such a situation.  One Bible scholar renders this verse, “Don’t ask fussy questions for conscience’s sake.”�





	Instead, walk into the meat market with confidence, looking for the best bargain you can find, remembering that everything belongs to the Lord (as quoted above, from Psalm 24:1)





	Then Paul deals with another scenario.  What should you say if Chris Corinthian, a notorious pagan, invites, you, a church member, over for dinner?  As Paul answers this question, we begin to see a little better the working of the apostolic mind.  This one is a little trickier.





	DON’T violate the conscience of another (vv. 27-30)





	“[27] If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, without asking questions for conscience’ sake.  [28] But if anyone should say to you, “This is meat sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience’ sake;  [29] I mean not your own conscience, but the other man’s; for why is my freedom judged by another’s conscience?  [30] If I partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I give thanks?” (vv. 27-30)





	Here, the meal in question is not being eaten in a pagan temple, but in a private home.  The Christian is at perfect liberty to say, “Yes, I’d love to eat at your house.”





	Not only that, but he should feel free to eat whatever food is placed before him.  Yes, Paul is aware that the meal the Christian is about to eat might have been offered to an idol prior to being put on the grill.  That’s OK.





	Just don’t ask your host, “By the way, this meat wasn’t offered to an idol, was it?”  Ignorance is bliss.





	Then Paul throws a curve.  If the host volunteers, “Oh, you should know, this meat has been sacrificed to idols” the Christian should push the place away and NOT eat.  He is to refrain from eating “for conscience’s sake.”





	And for whose conscience’s sake should he not eat?  Not the Christian’s conscience - because the Christian knows that an idol is nothing.  It is the conscience of the host Paul is concerned for!  And for the exact same reason he expressed in chapter 8.





	The host, entertaining a Christian, could end up thinking that the Christian who knowingly eats meat sacrificed to an idol is actually engaging in idol worship as he eats - that it is possible to be a Christian and to engage in idolatry.  This would legitimize idolatry in the mind of the host.  For that reason, the Christian who is informed by his host that the meat on the plate before him has been involved in idol worship should not eat it.





	This extended passage concludes with foundational truth about decision-making in the moral “grey zone.”





	DO all to the glory of God





	“[31] Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  [32] Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;  [33] just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.  [11:1] Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.” (vv. 31--11:1)











Conclusion: 





	Our culture claims to love diversity and claims to embrace tolerance.  However, while making this claim, our culture suffers from unprecedented fracture and fragmentation.  Distinctiveness and diversity, in fact, is a dynamic that polarizes people outside of the church.





	However, diversity can be embraced by Christians who have the resource of the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.  No doubt about it - diversity of opinion and conviction can create tension and a certain chaos in the church, but diversity is something that the Holy Spirit regularly uses to add beauty and strength to the church.





	The glory of life in the church of Jesus Christ is that what divides the unbelieving world - different convictions - need not divide us.  Our unity is organic and deep, based on our faith in Jesus, and it can weather the storms of disagreement about secondary issues.





	This may well be one of the few times in eighteen years when I have purposefully NOT tried to wrap everything up in a nice neat package.  But, we aren’t finished.  I want you to think.  I want you to pray.  I want you to read the chapters we have examined this morning during the coming week.











State principles for behavior we can derive from these verses:


1.  There are vast areas of behavior that are not specifically addressed in Scripture and are matters of personal conviction and conscience.  These areas must be decided individually based on biblical principle and personal conviction.  In many instances, the rule of behavior is, “It depends.”


2.  The actions of the strong ought to be lovingly tailored to the consciences of the weak.  The spiritual benefit of others (either evangelistically or in terms of nurturing a fellow Christian) is to be viewed as more important than the exercise of one’s rights.


3.  There are lines that should not be crossed.  Some behavior is out of bounds.


4.  Do all to the glory of God








�  (10:31)  For this discussion, I will bring in some of Paul’s thoughts from Romans 14 and 15, too, for that is the other major passage in which he addresses matters of conscience.


� “Wounding” - only place it is used in a non-literal sense in the NT.  Usually refers to beating vigorously.


� The harm done to the weak is not the whole story.  The strong Christian who harms a weaker Christian sins against Christ.


� A stumbling-block is a stone in the pathway, an obstacle, something that trips one up and makes progress difficult.


� Some Bible scholars have supposed that the strong Corinthians had spoken of the necessity of “building up” the weak by encouraging them to do such actions as eating meat sacrificed to idols, or eating at a pagan festival.


� Paul is asserting his right to receiving a salary, not to eating any particular kind of food or to drinking any particular kind of beverage.


� This verse does not assert the right of an apostle to marry.  Nobody would have ever questioned this.  It affirms the right to “lead about” a wife.  It was accepted that an apostle ought to be maintained by those to whom he ministered.  Paul asserts here the right of the apostle, if married, to take his wife with him as he traveled, she as well being supported by the church.


� Here, Paul makes reference to the brothers of Jesus - Mary’s and Joseph’s kids.


� It seems that some were actually doubting whether Paul was an apostle.  He defends that apostleship here by calling attention to the Corinthian church as the seal of his giftedness from God.


� Others in Corinth had exercised the right of which Paul speaks.  Some other Christian workers had received gifts from the Corinthians.  Paul refused such support, and some of those in Corinth regarded this as weakness and inferiority.


� Perhaps a reference to Luke 10:7, “.....for the laborer is worthy of his wages.....”


� Preaching the Gospel is no cause for boasting.  Paul doesn’t take any particular credit for that.  But, he does feel a “necessity” a “compulsion” - as indeed does everyone who has tasted the power of the Gospel.


� In these days, we don’t like to emphasize either duty or potential negative consequences to our actions or inactions (sometimes called “punishment”), but Paul clearly uses both concepts here.


� It is confusing as to what Paul means here.  Either, “The man who preaches with a willing spirit merits a reward, whereas if he is unwilling, he is not excused.  He must still exercise his stewardship.” or “If he preaches according to his own free will, he will merit a reward.  As it is, since he is under compulsion, he must preach.  Then reward is not possible.”  I probably am more drawn to the first one.


� Greek “agonizomai”


� Paul did not fear the loss of his salvation, but that he might lose his crown through failing to satisfy the Lord.


� The two images found in verse 26 are powerful for their purposefulness.  He is a runner who knows the course and runs smart and hard.  He is a boxer who is not pretending.  His punches strike pay dirt.  He puts everything into direct and forceful and intentional Christian effort.


� There is to be no leisurely contemplation of sin, thinking that one can go so far, and is safe from going further.  The only wise course is to have nothing to do with it.


� Here, the word is fronimos = sensible.


� This is a reference to the third cup in the Passover feast, and may well have been the cup with which our Lord instituted the sacrament of Communion, hence the appropriateness of the name.


� In the Jewish system, those who eat of the sacrifices by that very fact are partakers.   Those who receive the food of sacrifice enter into fellowship with all that the altar stands for.


� Maybe the Corinthians had actually understood the significance of all of this.  In that case, they would have been willfully provoking the Lord.


�   A repeat of 6:12


�  Barclay
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